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A Study of the Relationship between
the North Gate Guard and the Xuanwu
Gate Coup of 626, with a Focus on the
Role of Chang He

Jun Li

Northwest University History School

Li Shimin launched the Xuanwu Gate coup to seize the throne
on the fourth day of the sixth month of 626. It does not seem that
Chang He, who was then with the palace guard at the North Gate,
had anything to do with Li Shimin’s setting an ambush in the Taiji
Palace, or with the Crown Prince’s insisting on entering the palace
even though he had received a warning. Although Li Shimin had
once gone through Chang He to bribe warriors in the palace guard,
we do not find direct evidence that the North Gate Guard
participated in the coup planning process. The North Gate Guard was
only involved in one part of the implementation of the coup, and it
was not a determining force. If we compare the stele inscription
recording the life story of Chang He with the inscriptions for the
Xuanwu Gate coup heroes produced in the reign of Gaozong, we can

show that Chang He had little to do with the Xuanwu Gate coup.
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