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KETWORDS: The Jiugong Bafeng (Nine Palaces and Eight Winds) Chapter of the Lingshu (Spiritual
Pivot) Part of Huangdi Neijing  the Tomb of Marquis of Ruyin of the Western

Han Dynasty

Board)

ABSTRACT: From the inscriptions about the divination results and subjects on the shipan (cosmic board)

Taiyi Jiugong (Supreme Unity in Nine Palaces) Shipan (Cosmic
Divination Methods

in Taiyi (Supreme unity) jiugong ([in] nine palaces) format, which was unearthed from the tomb of Marquis of
Ruyin of the Western Han Dynasty, with the reference of the contents related to “Taiyi zhan (Taiyi divination)”

and “Wu gong zhan (five-palace divination)” mentioned in the Jiugong Bafeng (Nine palaces and eight winds)
Chapter of the Lingshu (Spiritual pivot) part of Huangdi Neijing, and based on the distinguishing of the two
concrete divination methods and their essential differences, the making process of the graduation of the circular
board of this Taiyi jiugong cosmic board could be restored. The key of judging the right or wrong using method
of the cosmic board is that all of the subjects in the divination process could be reasonably attested, which could
correct the mistakes of the previous researches made in the restoration of the using of the Taiyi jiugong cosmic
board. The “baixing (lit. all of the surnames)” mentioned in the inscription of this Taiy/ jiugong cosmic board
very likely meant “baiguan (all of the officials)” ; meanwhile, the term “/i/% (attendants or clerks)” might
have come from the religious tradition of “/iZ¥ (plow)” of the Deity of the Soil, but it might also have the

metaphor of “limin (the common people)” .
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